Two adult siblings with thrombocytopenia and a familial 13;14 translocation.
A woman with thrombocytopenia that progressed to aplastic anemia, and her brother, who had persistent thrombocytopenia, both had a constitutional t(13;14) translocation. Six other family members, in three generations, had the same translocation, but no hematologic disorder. There was evidence suggestive of increased chromosomal fragility in lymphocyte cultures from two members of the kindred, but not in the two patients. The findings support a postulated association between the t(13;14) and hematologic disorders, but whether the mechanism involves an inherited defect in chromosomal stability is unproved.